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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 12283 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEAN, RP 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF US-ASEAN DIALOGUE 

REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 5154, (B) KUALA LUMPUR 5157, (C) STATE 184488 

1 . GOP OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH ASEAN ARE STILL AWAY IN KUALA 
LUMPUR AND WILL NOT BE BACK UNTIL AUGUST 11. ONLY OTHER KNOW- 
LEDGEABLE SOURCE ON ASEAN READILY AVAILABLE IS SINGAPORE EMBASSY 
WHICH IS IGNORANT OF REPORTED POSTPONEMENT. ON OTHER HAND, 
SINGAPORE EMBASSY INDICATED THAT ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTRIES ARE 
EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN US/ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS AND 
WOULD BE MORE INVOLVED THAN WOULD USUALLY 

BE THE CASE. 

2. IN THE MEANTIME, "BULLETING TODAY" REPORTED AUGUST 7 THAT 
PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS DESIGNATED SECRETARY ROMULO TO HEAD GOP 
DELEGATION AND ACT AS ASEAN SPOKESMAN DURING US/ASEAN DIALOGUE. 
SECRETARY ROMULO, IN TURN, SAID HE HAD ASKED FOR MEETING IN 
KUALA LUMPUR WITH NEDA DIRECTOR GENERAL SICAT AND INDUSTRY 
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SECRETARY PATERNO TO SEEK THEIR VIEWS WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL "SINCE 
THE THRUST OF THE DIALOGUE WILL BE MAINLY ECONOMIC." ROMULO ALSO 
STATED HE WAS SEEKING VIEWS OF OTHER ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS. 

HE ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD CALL IN MANILA TWO ASEAN PRE- 
PARATORY MEETINGS ON AUGUST 26-28 AND SEPTEMBER 5-6. 

3. COMMENT. ABOVE INDICATES THAT ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTRIES WILL 
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TAKE A MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN THE CONSULTATIONS, AND THE NAMING OF 
ROMULO, AS THE SPOKESMAN WOULD NOT ONLY PERMIT THIS BUT ALSO 
PRESERVE THE PEROGATIVES OF THE VARIOUS FOREIGN OFFICES. 
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